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Erratum 

The mechanism of the methanolysk of W-tTMkyISilybiiilines_ 

A correction 

A.R. BASSINDALE, C. EABORN and D.R.M. WALTON 

School of Molecular Sciences, University of Sussex. Brig&q BNI 9QJ (Great Britain) 

(Received January 4th, 1971) 

In a recent paper’ we stated that addition of alkali completely inhiiited the 
methanolysis of Phh’HSiMe3, PhNEtSiMes and of the simple silylamine Me3 SiNMe*. We 
have now found that while the solvolysis of PhNHSiMeB is somewhat inhibited by small 
concentrations of alkali, reaction is very rapid at larger concentrations of alkali, and it is 
clear that we previously misinterpreted the spectroscopic changes involved. The solvolysis 
of PhNHSiEts is markedly inhibited by base but, contrary to our previous statement, this 
compound reacts more rapidly than benzyltrimethylsilane in concentrated alkali solutions. 
The solvolyses of PhNHSiEt3 and Me3 SiNMe are very strongly inhibited by base, as we 
previously reported_ 

The error in our earlier work does not affect the validity of our discussion of the 
mechanism of acid-catalysed solvolysis with which the paper was primar’ry concerned. A 
full account of the base-catalysed reactions will be published later. 
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